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Introduction 

The Dominican Republic is a land of beautiful beaches, mountains, and waterfalls, but also a 

land where inequality is rampant and more than 40% of the population lives in poverty.  While 

development has been steady, even impressive over the past decade, the Dominican economy 

is not living up to its potential.  The government of the Dominican Republic, the Caribbean’s 

largest democratic country, needs to learn from successes of other developing nations in its 

search for economic growth.  This paper will provide an overview of the history and current 

economic status of the country and then provide policy suggestions that would enable and 

empower growth across market sectors, and with a primary focus on alleviating poverty, as 

opposed to simply increasing GDP. 

 

History 

The Dominican Republic, located on the Caribbean island of Hispaniola, was originally inhabited 

by the Taíno Indians. Christopher Columbus arrived on the island during his first voyage in 1492 

and eventually set up the first permanent settlement in the New World, Santo Domingo, using 

it at as a springboard for his exploration and conquer of the Caribbean and North American 

region.  The Taíno population, which has been estimated at anywhere from 100,000 to 4 million 

when Columbus arrived, originally welcomed the Spanish settlers.  However, through a 

combination of oppression and disease, the Hispaniola’s original inhabitants were pushed to 

near extinction. By the year 1521, only 600 Taínos were known to be living on the island.  

Having established plantations, and now seeing their labor force dying off, the Spanish settlers 
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began bringing African slaves to the island.  There is some thought that these original slaves 

could have inter-married with the Taíno remnants, but evidence suggests that the people group 

died off completely, leaving little heritage, culture, or blood lines behind. 

The French gained control of the western third of Hispaniola in the 1600s and built up the most 

successful agriculture economy in the western hemisphere.  The colony relied heavily on its 

large contingent of African slaves to service their agricultural industry, with slaves 

outnumbering landowners by at least ten to one by the 1800s.  This discrepancy allowed for a 

revolt by slaves which ultimately ended in the freedom and the establishment of the Republic 

of Haiti, in 1804.  After Haitian independence, it conquered the eastern two-thirds of the island, 

which was still ruled by Spain and populated with a more equitable number of Europeans, 

mulatos, and slaves, ruling for 22 years.  In 1844, led by Juan Pablo Duarte, Haitian rule was 

defeated and the independent nation of the Dominican Republic was established.  The period 

under oppressive Haitian authority is looked upon with much hostility by the Dominican people, 

resulting in a poor view and little respect of their Western neighbors, even up to today.   

Once established as the Dominican Republic, the new country, which is roughly twice the size of 

New Hampshire, endured a series of leadership changes in rapid succession, as well as an 8 year 

occupation by the United States military.  In 1930, the brutal 30 year dictatorial reign of Rafael 

Trujillo began.  Among his many crimes, Trujillo, who became known as the “Hitler of the 

Caribbean,” ordered the massacre of over 20,000 Haitians living in the country and tortured 

and killed hundreds, if not thousands of dissidents and political enemies.  The legacy of his 

racist policies towards people with strong African, rather than European, features is still felt in 
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Dominican society today.  The dictator’s reign ended with his assassination in 1961.  Joaquin 

Balaguer came to power following Trujillo, staying in the presidential office for 30 years.  

Finally, in 1996, free and fair elections took place and the country has since held regular, 

competitive elections.  The current president is Leonel Fernandez, who is serving his second 

term in office (Carruyo, 2008; Country Watch Incorporated, 2010). 

 

The Dominican Republic Today 

People 

Today’s Dominican population is a colorful mix of European and African bloodlines, a testament 

to its history of colonialism and slave trade.  Of country’s 9,650,054 inhabitants, 31.4% are from 

ages 0-14, 62.7% from 15-64, and 5.9% are 65 and over.  Infant mortality rate is at 

approximately 26 deaths per 1,000 live births and life expectancy is 73.7 years.  The percentage 

of the population known to have HIV/AIDS is 1.1%.  While 87% of the population is literate, the 

secondary school attendance ratio is surprisingly low, at 68% for females and 38% for males.  

Currently 69% of the total population lives in an urban setting, mostly centered around the 

capital of Santo Domingo.  Religion is an important part of Dominican culture, with 95% of 

inhabitants being Roman Catholic (CIA Factbook, 2010).  

Current Economy 

The Dominican Republic is labeled as an “upper middle income” country by the World Bank.  

The economy grew impressively through the beginning of the millennium, with GDP growth 
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amongst the highest in Latin American, but recent years have seen a decrease in growth as the 

worldwide economy stagnated.  In 2007 growth was 8.5%, falling to 5.3% in 2008, then 2.5% in 

2009.  The drop can be attributed to the global economic downturn which was specifically 

detrimental for the Dominican Republic due to its reliance on tourism and exports to the United 

States (see below).  Per capita GDP is currently at $8,300, placing it at number 121 on the 

worldwide comparison, ahead of regional neighbors Ecuador, El Salvador, and Guatemala, but 

behind Jamaica, Cuba, and Colombia.  Unemployment is at 15% and 42.4% of the population 

are currently living in poverty.  The country’s main exports are ferronickel, sugar, gold, silver, 

coffee, and tobacco, with nearly 60% of all exports going to the United States.  The 2007 

implementation of the DR-CAFTA trade agreement has been an important cog in boosting 

exports.  The major source of revenue, however, is the service sector, which accounts for 66.6% 

of GDP, compared to industry, 21.1%, and agriculture, 11.7%.  Likewise, a majority of the labor 

force, 63.1%, work in the service sector, while 22.3% work in industry and 14.6% in agriculture 

(CIA Factbook, 2010; World Bank, 2010).  .   

The Gini Index (see Graph 1), which measures inequality of income distribution, places 

Dominican Republic at 48.35, ranking it amongst the lowest 20% in the world.   The richest 20% 

of Dominican citizens receive 53.8% of income, while the poorest 20% receive only 4.4%.  This 

high level of inequality can be largely blamed on the legacy left over from Spanish colonialism in 

which inhabitants of European descent own a majority of land and business.  Landless peasants 

and urban slum dwellers make up a majority of the population, but have had little access to 

opportunities that would allow them to begin to take a bigger piece of the economic pie that is 

controlled by the rich.  The racist policies implemented by former dictator Rafael Trujillo only 



Dominican Republic  6 
 

perpetuated this problem.   Graph 1 shows a sharp decline in equality in recent years, due 

largely to the worldwide economic downturn, which led to a decrease in income opportunities 

in the service sector in which a majority of the poor are formally or informally employed 

(Trading Economics, 2010). 

Graph 1

 

 

Dominican Republic and the MDG’s 

In his address to the United Nations during the September 2010 summit on the Millennium 

Development Goals, President of the Dominican Republic, Leonel Fernandez stated that, 

despite some marked successes in the fight against poverty and significant GDP growth since 

1990—more than doubling GDP and a 6% annual growth rate, which is among the best in Latin 

America--his country is unlikely to meet the goal of halving poverty by 2015.   
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One of the main factors cited by Fernandez as reasons for the inability to reach the Millennium 

Development Goals is the domestic financial crisis the country endured in 2003, which resulted 

in the economy dropping by 3%, currency devaluation of 100%, and a rise in unemployment 

from 13% to 19%. In 2005, the economy rebounded and since that time, he claims, significant 

strides have been made in reducing poverty.  Extreme poverty has dropped by 5.5% and overall 

poverty by 9%.  These are notable improvements, but still quite far from the 50% drop aimed 

for in the MDGs.  Other negative factors include the rise in oil and food prices, the global 

financial crisis, and natural disasters caused by global warming.  These crises necessitated the 

deferral of funds that would have otherwise been used to meet the stated goals.   

In closing, President Fernandez reaffirmed that it was not for lack of political will or planning 

that has hindered the country from meeting its goals, but rather the various crises that have 

arisen since 2000.  He asserted that the government of the Dominican Republic is committed to 

the MDGs and will continue to strive towards their completion (United Nations, 2010). 

 

Current Economic Growth Areas  

As was stated above, the Dominican Republic has shown impressive growth over the last 

decade.  The following paragraphs will describe some of the most important areas of growth 

and discuss the potential for continuing to maximize the positive effects of these expanding 

these markets. 
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Cafta/DR 

A major contributor of this growth is the implementation of the Cafta-DR free trade agreement, 

signed in 2004.  This agreement eliminated customs duties and tariffs between Central 

American, the Dominican Republic, and the United States, which opened opportunities for 

economic growth amongst the member nations (Santana, 2010).  The application of the new 

laws has allowed the Dominican Republic to better compete against the Asian markets, as well 

as Mexico, which had previously signed a similar agreement with the United States and Canada 

(Nafta), in many of the export industries such as textiles and agricultural products. 

Mining 

 The development of the Pueblo Viejo gold mine, which is considered one of the largest 

deposits of the precious metal in the world, is also expected to boost growth going forward.  

This mine has come under scrutiny due to the generous contract given to the mining company 

by the government, as well as the possibility of environmental damages.  Despite these 

challenges, the government is keen to push forward with development of the $3 billion dollar 

mine construction as its potential economic benefits are substantial (Business Latin America, 

2010). 

Call Centers 

  Another growth area lies in the development of call centers being outsourced by American 

companies to the DR.  While India is known as the leader in this field, its call centers cater 

primarily to  English speaking markets only.  However, with nearly 50 million Hispanic-
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Americans living in the United States, companies are increasingly looking to Latin America to 

meet the needs of Spanish speaking customers (United States Census Bureau, 2010).  The 

Dominican Republic is currently leading the field in offering these services in Spanish 

(Schelmetic, 2007).   

Tourism 

The Dominican Republic was recently praised by the WTO for its impressive growth in the 

tourism industry (Dominican Central, 2010).  Indeed, this praise was not without merit.  

Through the last thirty years, the country has grown its tourism industry into a leading tourist 

destination in the region.  Through the 1990’s and into the early 2000’s, the average growth of 

foreign visitors was approximately 9% (Leon, 2006).  As with many sectors, tourism suffered a 

decline due to the global economic crisis, but as the worldwide economy continues to recover, 

expectations are high that the previous growth patterns will continue.  There is also hope 

amongst Dominicans that the country can capitalize on the ongoing drug battles that are raging 

in Mexico as tourist cancel their Mexican holidays and look for other, safer alternatives 

(Business Latin America, 2009).   

Haiti 

The Dominican Republic and Haiti had roughly the same per capita GDP in 1960.  Since that 

time, however, the Dominican GDP has tripled while the Haitian GDP has been cut in half 

(Jaramillo and Sancak, 2009).  In light of these stark differences in economic development, Haiti 

represents an area of enormous growth potential.  The relief and reconstruction efforts 

following the devastating earthquake in January, 2010, have already had significant positive 
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effects on the Dominican economy as its location makes it an important resource for materials 

needed in the reconstruction of the country (Latin America Monitor, 2010).  If Haiti can succeed 

in redeveloping its economy after the earthquake and begin to bring in outside investment and 

pull its people out of poverty, it can become an important trading partner with the Dominican 

Republic.   

 

Focus Area 

Having studied the history of the Dominican Republic, the current state of its economy, and 

areas of current and potential future growth, this report will now focus on a developmental 

strategy that is essential in facilitating important long-term growth across all sectors. 

Education as a Tool for Development 

Research has shown that educational performance is strongly linked to economic growth.  A 

study by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) titled, “The 

High Cost of Low Education,” provides vivid evidence of this fact.  The study, which measured 

test scores and growth from 1960 to 2000, proves that countries who test highest in cognitive 

skills achieve a higher growth rate.  Graph 2 provides vivid evidence of this direct correlation.  

In the graph, the “X” axis plots conditional test scores, while the “Y” axis plots conditional 

growth.  The evidence shows that East Asia and India lead the way in regards to education while 

Sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America lag significantly behind, with European and Middle 

Eastern/North African countries falling in the center.  Similarly, East Asia and India have the  
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Graph 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

highest levels of growth, with Sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America producing the lowest 

levels, and the remaining areas falling in the center.  This evidence shows a clear correlation 

between levels of academic performance and economic growth.   

There has been some question as to the causality of the evidence, namely, is it the quality of 

education that is directly resulting in the growth or could it be some other factor?  Studies have 

ruled out some “problematic issues” that could otherwise be attributed for economic growth, 

such as certain sub-periods of growth and geographic location.  However, it would be difficult, 

and in fact unwise, to disregard other government policies aimed at improving manufacturing, 
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technology, etc., within the high-performance East Asian countries and India, or political strife, 

corruption, and war within low-performance African and Latin American countries as these 

other factors have also had a hand in the growth levels of the respective economies. Despite 

this, however, the evidence suggests that educational improvement—or lack thereof—has 

been a very important factor in facilitating or discouraging economic growth. One could 

conversely argue that reverse-causality has led to the evidence provided in the report, namely 

that higher economic performance was an initiating factor in higher educational performance.  

The OECD report has also disproven this through showing that, the high growth countries 

involved in the study were showing higher test scores at earlier dates than the beginning of 

economic growth (Hanushek and Woessmann, 2009). 

History of Dominican Education 

The educational system in the Dominican Republic has been poor since its inception as a 

country.  At the time of independence from Haiti in 1844, only 7 schools existed in the country.  

When Rafael Trujillo took over the country in 1930, only 50,000 students were enrolled in 

school.  Trujillo, despite his many faults as a leader, did place a focus on education as a means 

of modernizing the country.  By the time he was assassinated, the number of students had 

reached 500,000.  These schools helped drop the illiteracy rate substantially, but were also 

used as centers of indoctrination for the dictatorial regime and thus, critical thinking skills were 

not encouraged or facilitated.  After the Trujillo regime ended, the growth of private schools 

exploded due to a growing middle and upper class who could afford to pay for the higher 

quality education offered at these private schools (Jiminez and Lockheed, 1995).  This 
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development of the rich paying for quality schooling while the poor settled on poorly run public 

schools is prevalent throughout developing nations around the globe, and is a facilitator of the 

growing inequalities between classes, as well as a cause and effect of a cycle of poverty that 

poor families find it difficult to escape from.   

Education Today 

The current status of the educational system in the Dominican Republic is alarmingly poor.  

According to UNESCO, pre-primary enrollment is at 35%, compared to a regional average of 

68%, primary enrollment is 80%, compared to a regional average of 94%, and secondary 

enrollment is 58%, compared to a regional average of 89% (UNESCO, 2010).  Those who do 

attend school are only in class for half of the day due to lack of facilities and teachers.  For 

example, this means that one group of first graders will attend school from 8 am to 12 noon, 

with another group arriving for a session that runs from 1 pm to 5 pm.     

These statistics in and of themselves show severe deficiencies in the educational system, but 

the situation is worse than simply poor enrollment and attendance.  Results of the Second 

Regional Comparative and Explanatory Study (SERCE) on student achievement in Latin America 

and the Caribbean highlight the level of learning—or lack thereof—of those children who are 

attending school.  The following graph and table represent the severity of the difficulties facing 

Dominican students.   

Graph 3 measures the mean and variability of third grade mathematics scores in each surveyed 

countries.  The results are relatively equal, except for two extreme outliers.  Cuba significantly 



Dominican Republic  14 
 

outperforms the other countries, with its mean scores falling amongst the best scores from 

other countries and its lowest scores falling amongst the mean of the others.  Conversely, 

Graph 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dominican Republic has mean scores which fall amongst the lowest scores in comparative 

countries, while its top scores are similar to the mean of the others.   

Table 1 

Table 1 shows the percentage of 6th grade students by science performance level in each of the 

surveyed countries.  As with Graph 3, the results of Table 1 show substantially higher than 

average  scores by Cuban students and substantially low scores by Dominican students.  Only 

1.4% Dominican students managed to score in the top 2 levels, compared to an average of 

13.86% amongst all surveyed countries and 65.04% of Cuban students.  On the other end of 

achievement, 14.29% of Dominican students could not even reach a level of basic knowledge 

compared to the average of 5.18% and .26% of Cuban students (Valdes, et al, 2009). 
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Recent Government Education Initiatives 

The government of the Dominican Republic has long known of the failings of its education 

system, and has made many pledges to improve the system.  Unfortunately, few of the 

promises have been kept, and fewer still have been successful.  Of specific note is the pledge by 

the government to increase the percentage of GDP that is devoted to the education system.  

This type of increase would be a clear sign that, in fact, the government does care about 

educating its children.  In 1997, a law was passed that required 4% of GDP to be designated 

towards education (WHNT, 2010).  As of 2009, such a level of commitment towards the 

education system has yet to be approached.  The current level of expenditure is a mere 2.2% of 

national GDP, placing the Dominican Republic number 165 out of 186 countries surveyed.  In 

contrast, Cuba, which is renowned as having one of the best education systems in the region 
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dedicates 13.6% of GDP, and Botswana, a country that has long been held up as an example for 

other developing nations to follow, spends 8.1% (CIA Factbook, 2010) 

The government did implement a conditional cash-transfer for education program based on the 

successful model of Mexico’s Progresa/Oportunidades program.  This program, named 

Solidaridad (Solidarity), began in 2005 and offers a monthly transfer from $20 to $40 for poor 

families if they meet certain requirements.  The requirements include ensuring that children are 

enrolled in and attending school, vaccinations are kept up to date, and parents regular nutrition 

and health education seminars.  There are currently 460,000 families covered by the program.  

In 2009, The Inter-American Development Bank approved a $300 million multiphase loan which 

aims to improve and expand this program within the country (IADB, 2009).  The World Bank 

also recently approved a $150 million loan to initiate a results-based accountability program to 

measure the progress of the Solidaridad program (infozine, 2010). 

 

Recommendations to Improve the Education System 

In considering the OECD study on long-run economic impact of improved academic 

performance, it is clear that high quality education is an important pre-requisite for economic 

development. Unfortunately, as was described above, the Dominican educational system is 

producing undeniably poor results.   In a recent Associated Press report, President Leonel 

Fernandez is quoted as saying he is not currently planning to boost spending as promised 

because he “sees no direct link between money spent and school performance.” (WHNT, 2010) 

There have been some successful efforts at improving the system, most notably through the 
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development of the conditional cash transfer program, Solidaridad.  Unfortunately, this 

program alone will not remedy the substantial deficiencies of the system as a whole.  It is 

important to note that in the SERCE study of the student achievement in Latin American 

countries, only those children enrolled in and attending school were given the exam.  

Therefore, it can be presumed that children whose families are actively participating and 

“succeeding” in the Solidaridad program are still arriving home from school with a vastly below 

average education.  Increasing enrollment while overlooking the need to improve quality will 

not provide the level of education needed to help pull the country towards greater economic 

vitality and security.   

This report does not aim to provide technical advice on the teaching methods, but there are 

several options for educational policy improvements which would facilitate improved learning 

and academic performance within the Dominican school system.  First and foremost, the most 

logical solution is to seek help from countries who have successfully overhauled their 

educational system in an effort to improve results.  The East Asian countries put an emphasis 

on education after World War II and turned eventually themselves into the fastest growing 

economies in the world.  The Dominican Republic should hire consultants from these countries 

to study the current system and advise on policy solutions that will improve learning levels.  

Likewise, there are many neighboring Latin American countries whose children are performing 

significantly better than those in the Dominican Republic.  The government should consider 

bringing in teachers from Cuba, Costa Rica, or Mexico to not only train current Dominican 

teachers, but even to become teachers in the public school system.  The teachers speak Spanish 
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and understand Hispanic culture, making them ideal for training teachers and teaching the 

children themselves. 

The Dominican government should also continue in its current focus to grow its Solidaridad 

program.  This program, however, will further exacerbate the already difficult problem of 

school overcrowding.  In order to remedy this problem, funds will need to be directed towards 

the building of new schools and hiring new teachers.  If the supply of Dominican teachers 

cannot reach this new demand, foreign teachers could be brought in to bridge the gap, while 

also providing training for Dominican teachers, as mentioned above. 

In a country where nearly 60% of all exports go to the United States, and where the tourism 

industry contributes approximately $4 billion dollars annually into the economy (Miralles, 

2007), improving English education within schools is extremely important in an effort to 

maximize future economic growth.  Perhaps the best way to improve this aspect of education 

would be to develop an intensive education course that can be offered to residents who 

already have English fluency.  These English speakers could be taught teaching theory and 

methods which would prepare them to teach in the public school classrooms.   

Likewise, the Dominican Republic has a close neighbor, Haiti, which is garnering substantial 

outside investment and has enormous growth potential, but, as with many of its trading 

partners, Haitians speak a different language, in this case, French.  The Dominican school 

system does currently have French language courses in its curriculum, but it should consider 

bolstering this subject.  The same methods suggested above for teaching English could be 

applied for French, or, Haitians could be invited across the border to teach, as they would likely 
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be more willing to work for a typical Dominican teaching wage than would a native English 

speaker from the United States or Canada.   

While the Solidaridad program is an important tool in increasing school attendance for low 

income families, these low income students often need more educational support than simply 

attending schools.  One strategy that has proven successful on a small scale within the 

Dominican Republic is to enroll these children in an afterschool program that supplements and 

enhances the vital educational subjects, such as reading and math.  The results of these existing 

programs have shown that enrolled children score significantly higher than their classmates. 

(Trautwein, 2010).  The Dominican government should look to expand number of these 

programs across the country, perhaps with the help of local and international NGO’s, in order 

to empower children from low income families who would usually rank amongst the lowest 

percentage in academic results.  These children would then be more likely to enter the formal 

workplace with the skills needed provide necessary manpower to staff new business growth 

within the country and thus break the cycle of poverty in their families. 

Positive Impact on Growth Areas as a Result of Improved Education 

Cafta-DR 

An increase in the educational level of the Dominican population can have important positive 

effects on the already growing industries aided through the signing of Cafta-DR.  While this 

agreement has helped the DR compete against other potential trading partners for the United 

States, the current poor educational level of its workforce places the country at a disadvantage 

when compared to its competition.  If higher skilled workers are being produced, the doors are, 
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quite logically, opened for higher skilled jobs such as in computer technology and other high-

tech industries. 

Mining 

While it is true that a majority of the labor force to be employed in the newly developed gold 

mine will likely be low-skilled, there can still be advantages of having a more highly educated 

workforce in this industry.  For instance, having a larger group of potential employees with the 

ability and training necessary to learn new skills and management techniques would allow for 

mining operations to higher managers, controllers, accountants, etc., from within the country, 

as opposed to bringing in foreign experts.  Also, a better educated populace will be more aware 

of the environmental and health hazards that can be brought about through these types of 

developments and would thus be less likely to be taken advantage of.  

Call Centers 

In introducing a greater number of well-spoken, bilingual high school and university graduates 

into the workforce, the Dominican Republic will be primed to tap even further into the call 

center market.  The existence of plentiful speakers of both English and Spanish could create a 

unique competitive advantage over Indian firms as it would allow companies to outsource most 

customer calls to the same location.  

Tourism 

Perhaps no industry has more growth potential with the addition of a more highly educated 

workforce than tourism.  As with the call centers, an abundance of English speaking 
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professionals would facilitate further growth as communications would be easier, resulting in a 

more enjoyable stay by the English speaking guests who make up a majority of the tourist each 

year.  Additionally, as Dominicans gain the skills necessary to obtain more business savvy, they 

will be more able to participate in the tourist industry beyond simply being cooks, cleaners, and 

taxi drivers.  More Dominicans can, and should, be involved in upper level management and 

even ownership of tourist industry ventures.  One specific subsector within the tourism industry 

that could be greatly enhanced through a more highly educated population is ecotourism. Eco-

tourists are looking for a more natural, community oriented vacation experience, so as locals 

gain more experience in speaking foreign languages, understanding environmental issues, and 

managing a profitable business, they will be more to take advantage of this growing sector. 

Haiti 

Haiti is bursting at the seams with aid and development projects, resulting in hopes that the 

country will soon see a period of sustained growth unlike it has previously experienced.  

Despite a long history of animosity, the political climate between the neighbors has been 

improving and it appears that the Dominican government is committed to helping facilitate 

improvement of the Haitian economy, which as explained above, would be mutually beneficial 

for the Dominican economy.  An improved educational system, first and foremost, can instill 

new ideas about the relationship between the two countries, moving further away from the 

animosity that stems from the brief Haitian occupation two centuries ago, and the racist 

ideologies ingrained into public thinking by the former dictator, Trujillo. Also, improved 
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Dominican education will produce an increased number of knowledgeable, French-speaking 

professionals who are able to work with and develop their Haitian counterparts. 

 

Conclusion 

This report has made it clear that a major hindrance to the economic development of the 

Dominican Republic is its poor educational system.  If the Dominican government would place a 

renewed focus on improving the education that children receive, the economic growth that the 

country has seen over the last few decades should continue, and even increase.  While the 

government is certainly aware of the problem, it seems to lack motivation to find an adequate 

solution.  The policy suggestions of bringing in advisors from countries who have successfully 

overhauled and improved their educational system, increasing the number of schools and 

teachers, focusing on the learning of foreign languages such as English and French, and using 

NGO’s to partner in further educating children on the margins of the society are just a few of a 

plethora of interventions that the Dominican government could, and should employ.  With an 

improved educational system, the Dominican Republic would be preparing itself for long-term, 

sustained growth. 
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